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Abstract

At 0150% on 9 September 2009, in a position about 15 miles to the east of Point Lookout, North
Stradbroke Island, Queensland, the Australian registered single-handed yacht Ella’s Pink Lady collided
with the Hong Kong registered bulk carrier Silver Yang.

At the time of the collision, Silver Yang was en-route to China and travelling at a speed of about

9 knots on a northerly heading. Ella’s Pink Lady was under sail on a voyage from Mooloolaba,
Queensland, to Sydney, New South Wales. The yacht was making good a south-easterly course at a
speed of about 7 knots.

Ella’s Pink Lady was dismasted as a result of the collision, but the skipper was able to cut the headsail
free, retrieve the mast, the mainsail and the rigging on board and motor the damaged yacht to
Southport, Queensland.

The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) investigation found that Ella’s Pink Lady was not
fitted with a passive radar reflector and that, at the time of the collision, neither the yacht’s skipper nor
the ship’s watch keepers were keeping a proper lookout or appropriately using the available electronic
aids to navigation to make a full appraisal of the situation and the risk of collision. The investigation
also found that, following the collision, the ship’s watch keeper did not initiate contact or offer any
form of assistance to the yacht’s crew and that, when contacted by the yacht’s skipper via VHF radio,
he could not be clearly understood.

The ATSB acknowledges the safety actions taken to address these safety issues and, in addition, has
issued two safety advisory notices. As a consequence, the visibility of Ella’s Pink Lady was enhanced,
attention has been drawn to limits in the detectability of Class B AIS transmissions and the
international requirement to render assistance following a collision has been highlighted.
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THE AUSTRALIAN TRANSPORT SAFETY BUREAU

The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) is an independent Commonwealth Government
statutory agency. The Bureau is governed by a Commission and is entirely separate from
transport regulators, policy makers and service providers. The ATSB's function is to improve
safety and public confidence in the aviation, marine and rail modes of transport through
excellence in: independent investigation of transport accidents and other safety occurrences;
safety data recording, analysis and research; fostering safety awareness, knowledge and action.

The ATSB is responsible for investigating accidents and other transport safety matters involving
civil aviation, marine and rail operations in Australia that fall within Commonwealth jurisdiction,
as well as participating in overseas investigations involving Australian registered aircraft and
ships. A primary concern is the safety of commercial transport, with particular regard to fare-
paying passenger operations.

The ATSB performs its functions in accordance with the provisions of the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 and Regulations and, where applicable, relevant international agreements.

Purpose of safety investigations

The object of a safety investigation is to identify and reduce safety-related risk. ATSB
investigations determine and communicate the safety factors related to the transport safety matter
being investigated. The terms the ATSB uses to refer to key safety and risk concepts are set out
in the next section: Terminology Used in this Report.

It is not a function of the ATSB to apportion blame or determine liability. At the same time, an
investigation report must include factual material of sufficient weight to support the analysis and
findings. At all times the ATSB endeavours to balance the use of material that could imply
adverse comment with the need to properly explain what happened, and why, in a fair and
unbiased manner.

Developing safety action

Central to the ATSB’s investigation of transport safety matters is the early identification of safety
issues in the transport environment. The ATSB prefers to encourage the relevant organisation(s)
to initiate proactive safety action that addresses safety issues. Nevertheless, the ATSB may use its
power to make a formal safety recommendation either during or at the end of an investigation,
depending on the level of risk associated with a safety issue and the extent of corrective action
undertaken by the relevant organisation.

When safety recommendations are issued, they focus on clearly describing the safety issue of
concern, rather than providing instructions or opinions on a preferred method of corrective
action. As with equivalent overseas organisations, the ATSB has no power to enforce the
implementation of its recommendations. It is a matter for the body to which an ATSB
recommendation is directed to assess the costs and benefits of any particular means of addressing
a safety issue.

When the ATSB issues a safety recommendation to a person, organisation or agency, they must
provide a written response within 90 days. That response must indicate whether they accept the
recommendation, any reasons for not accepting part or all of the recommendation, and details of
any proposed safety action to give effect to the recommendation.

The ATSB can also issue safety advisory notices suggesting that an organisation or an industry
sector consider a safety issue and take action where it believes it appropriate. There is no
requirement for a formal response to an advisory notice, although the ATSB will publish any
response it receives.
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APPENDIX B: SHIP INFORMATION

Silver Yang

IMO Number

Call sign

Flag

Port of Registry
Classification society
Ship Type

Builder

Year built

Owners

Ship managers

Gross tonnage

Net tonnage
Deadweight (summer)
Summer draught

Length overall

Length between perpendiculars

Moulded breadth
Moulded depth
Engine

Total power
Speed

Crew

8108585

VRBN7

Hong Kong

Hong Kong

China Classification Society (CCS)
Bulk Carrier

B&W Skibsvaerft, Denmark
1982

Li Chuan Shipping, China
China Shipping Development, China
35,455

21,711

63,800t

13.092 m

225.00 m

213.70 m

3224 m

18.01 m

B&W 5L80GFCA

9,268 kW

12.5 knots

27
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Ella’s Pink Lady

Registered Name
Flag

Port of Registry
Vessel Type
Design

Year built
Displacement
Draught

Length overall
Beam

Engine

Total power

Crew

Mclntyre Adventure
Australia

Hobart

Yacht

Sparkman & Stevens S&S 34
1984

6.2t

1.78 m

10.12 m

3.07m

Yanmar 3YN

22 kW

1
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APPENDIX C: SOURCES AND SUBMISSIONS

Sources of Information

Silver Yang’s master and crew

China Shipping Development

Ella’s Pink Lady’s skipper and support crew

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)
Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ)

Queensland Police Service

Hong Kong Marine Department

Sydney Harbour Control

References

Defence Science and Technology Organisation. Automatic Identification System:
AIS-A Reception of AIS-B, 2008 Study

Green, M., Senders, J. (2004). Human error in road accidents

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Communication, Transport and
The Arts (2000). Beyond the Midnight Oil: An inquiry into managing fatigue in
transport. Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra

ATSB Safety Bulletin 5. Fisherman and Safety Awareness at Sea

Simons, D.J. and Levin, D.T. (1998). Failure to detect changes to people during a
real-world interaction. Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 5 (4), 644-649

Supplement to the Nautical Institute, Seaways (January 1994). Radar detectability
and collision risk.

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as
amended

The International Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea (COLREGS),
1972 as amended

The International Sailing Federation Category 0 Rules

Submissions

Under Part 4, Division 2 (Investigation Reports), Section 26 of the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003, the ATSB may provide a draft report, on a confidential
basis, to any person whom the ATSB considers appropriate. Section 26 (1) (a) of
the Act allows a person receiving a draft report to make submissions to the ATSB
about the draft report.

- 35 -



A draft of this report was provided to Ella’s Pink Lady’s skipper and support crew,
Silver Yang’s master, second mate and lookout, China Shipping Development, the
Australian Maritime Safety Authority, the Maritime Safety Administration of
China, the Hong Kong Marine Department, Maritime Safety Queensland and the
Queensland Water Police.

Submissions were received from Ella’s Pink Lady’s skipper and support crew,
China Shipping Development, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, the
Maritime Safety Administration of China, the Hong Kong Marine Department and
Maritime Safety Queensland. The submissions were reviewed and, where
considered appropriate, the text of the report was amended accordingly.
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APPENDIX D: MEDIA RELEASE

Ella’s Pink Lady collision reveals lessons for all seafarers

The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) today released its final
investigation report into the 9 September 2009 collision between the Australian
registered yacht Ella’s Pink Lady and the Hong Kong registered bulk carrier Silver
Yang off Point Lookout, Queensland.

The ATSB investigation found that when the two vessels collided, neither the
yacht’s skipper nor the ship’s watch keepers were keeping a proper lookout, nor
were they appropriately using navigational aids to manage the risk of collision.

The investigation also found that following the collision, the ship’s watch keeper
did not offer to assist the yacht’s skipper. This is a problem that has also been
highlighted by previous ATSB investigations.

ATSB Chief Commissioner Mr Martin Dolan said there are significant lessons to be
learnt from this incident.

“This is a timely reminder that, under United Nations’ conventions, ship operators
have an obligation to offer assistance immediately to other vessels following a
collision,” Mr Dolan said.

As a result of the ATSB investigation, the following key safety actions were taken:

. Ella’s Pink Lady’s radar visibility was enhanced before its departure from
Sydney.

. The international requirement to render assistance following a collision has
been highlighted.

. Attention was drawn to the possible limits in the detectability of Class B

AIS transmissions.
. Silver Yang’s operators intend to undertake further training of deck officers.

For a copy of the report visit the ATSB’s website at www.atsb.gov.au or call 1800
020 616.

For all media enquiries, call 1800 020 616.
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